MILK:   PRODUCTION   AND   CONTROL

(c) Competition in which all might enter, but in which prizes could not
be taken by holders of graded milk licences. Certificates were, however,
awarded to such competitors.

(4)   Judging was based on the bacteriological reports of the samples.
5)  Points and marks were given for :

v:?/                                                                                                                                    Marks.

(a)  Bacterial Count.        .                                  -               300

(b)  Absence of B. coli

(c)  Keeping Quality

(d)  Sediment Test   .

(e)  Buildings and Kquipment
(/)  Methods and Handling
(g)  Health of Animals

200
300
100

IOO

400

IOO

Total    ....    1,500

A clean milk competition is an educational aid to the producer, and arouses
considerable interest among farmers. This has been proved by competitions
organised since the War by certain distributors. The best results are
generally obtained where the producer himself -works and supervises pro-
duction on the spot. It has also been found necessary to educate the cow-
men in addition to the producer. Prizes are often awarded to the cowmen
employed by winners of the competition, and milkers are paid a
bonus which rises or falls according to results. The workers are able to use
any certificates they might win as recommendations when seeking new
employment. Pre-war competitions were, as a rule, restricted, to those
producers within the boundaries of each county, but inter-county
competitions have also been held. Since the War, competitions in milking
machine management have been held, whilst there appears to be scope for
some form of competition dealing solely with the cleanliness of milking
utensils.
A Bacteriological Advisory Service was established by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries in conjunction with the various Agricultural
Colleges many years ago, and this was continued as part of the advisory
service rendered essential by the advent of the National Milk Testing Service
and by the subsequent inauguration of the National Agricultural Advisory
Service. Table 32 gives a list of Provincial Advisory Bacteriologists of the
National Agricultural Advisory Service who carry out this work and the areas
served by them. These officials, besides carrying out certain duties in
connection with the Ministry's Milk Testing Service, hold themselves
available to advise and assist producers and distributors in all matters
affecting the milk supply usually at the request of the County Milk Officer.
They will, if necessary, arrange for advisory visits to premises and examine
samples submitted to them. Milk Production Officers have been appointed
to each county in varying numbers and, in addition to their statutory duties,
are available for advisory purposes by all milk producers and retailers.
Their services have been of considerable benefit, careless producers receiving
advice as to methods employed. It is a regrettable fact, however, that the
advice given has not always been accepted.
Other facilities for the examination of samples are provided at the various
Public Health Schools attached to the Universities.
At several technical schools and institutes in large towns, courses for
dairymen in the production and handling of cleaji milk are held. These
courses deal generally with the hygienic aspect of clean milk production,
although in some areas lectures in milk processing are available for those